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soothed the heart that was torn by the pangs of
separation.
"The Babe's Pageant," one of the earlier
poems of The Crescent Moon, again calls up the
story of Govinda. His mother teaches Govin
to walk to the sound of the doggerel verse : *
Chali, chali, pa, pa"!
(Walk, walk, step by step.)
Presently the child walks or wriggles until he
falls into the tank in the yard of the house,
and is saved by good luck. At a later stage
he is saved from the wrath of the Five-faced
Pancho or Pancharana, one of the gods, another
form of "the all-destroying Siva." Govin in
fact had offended him, and a fit was the con-
sequence. Happily Alanza, the boy's grand-
mother, knows out of her long experience what
is to be done to propitiate the deity, as in
another page we saw how the birth-god wrote
the words of fate on the babe's forehead.
The secret of Rabindranath's understanding
of the child lies very near the secret of his
whole art as a poet. In his poetry he brings
the innocence of a child's mind to play upon
life, love, and death, and the phenomena of